The monogenean parasite Neoheterobothrium hirame Ogawa, 1999 occurs on wild Japanese flounder (Paralichthys olivaceus) in Japanese coastal waters1-4). This parasite infection causes anemia of the host fish5-9), which may have a negative impact on wild flounder popu lations. However, knowledge of the parasite's biology is limited. To understand the ecology of the parasite and to evaluate its impact on wild flounder populations, we examined the egg-laying of N. hirame in relation to water temperature to determine its reproductive potential. Materials and Methods Table 1 . Effect of water temperature on the egg-laying rate of Neoheterobothrium hirame * No significant difference was detected in the mean values between the 1st and 2nd trials at any temperature (Student's t-test , P>0.05). ** Values in the 1st and 2nd trials were combined for stastical analysis , because no difference was detected between the trials.
Values with the same superscript were not significantly different (Scheffe's multiple comparison, P>0.05). Egg-laying of Neoheterobothrium hirame 43
